Combined stories and mapping workshop transcription

This is a transcript of stories shared at a workshop held at The University of Stirling in Summer 2024, combining participatory mapping and storytelling approaches to engage with local communities on woodland expansion and creation. Notes from the process of coding and thematic analysis are included. 

 “This was supposed to be a flat walk”

I joined the active Stirling walking group and went out on what was supposed to be a nice flat walk. We came up at the raploch and headed to the Castle – it was not a flat walk all but is actually up a big hill. It was hard but I felt much better afterwards. 	Comment by Sarah Greenwood: Walk	Comment by Sarah Greenwood: Local place	Comment by Sarah Greenwood: Local place	Comment by Sarah Greenwood: Well-being.

 “Flying off the hill”

There is a story about a man who tried to fly off the hill at Gowan Hill and you can see a wooden sculpture there in the woods. The hill there used to be a terraced garden all the way up to the castle. 	Comment by Sarah Greenwood: Folklore/local history	Comment by Sarah Greenwood: Local place

 “Playground in the woods”

Gowan Hill was our playground growing up in the raploch. In the woods there is a tree known as the Spitting Tree – if you pass by you must spit on it for good luck – look out for it next time you are up there – it’s a old tree, leaning over on the back walk. 	Comment by Sarah Greenwood: Local place	Comment by Sarah Greenwood: Childhood	Comment by Sarah Greenwood: Folklore/local history/stories

 “Falling out of trees”

Gowan Hill – There was swing in the tree and we used to see how many kids we could get on to it at once – we managed to get to about 5 before the rope ripped.	Comment by Sarah Greenwood: Local place	Comment by Sarah Greenwood: Childhood

 “Stuck up a tree”

Once when playing up at the Kings Knot I got stuck up a tree, first my fiends tried to smoke me out but eventually a women came along – at first I thought she was going to knock me off with a broom but actually she had come with a ladder to help me down. 	Comment by Sarah Greenwood: Local place	Comment by Sarah Greenwood: Childhood

 “Space for grieving”

In Fallin there are plans for a memorial tree to allow for future storytelling. It will create space for grieving people talk about their lost loved ones. 	Comment by Sarah Greenwood: Local place	Comment by Sarah Greenwood: Grief- family

 “Brambling by the river”

All along the river by the raploch Orchard there are wonderful brambles, and we like to go brambling by the river. The trouble is managing to collect them without eating them all. 	Comment by Sarah Greenwood: river	Comment by Sarah Greenwood: Local place	Comment by Sarah Greenwood: Brambles

 “Finding a home because of trees and people”

This is a story of how I came to live in my house. We had decided to move to the Stirling area and looked at 3 suitable houses. I wated to buy a new house because I’m no good at DIY. We went to look at a house in the Raploch – it was the showhouse and looked over the old hospital with magnificent grounds and trees. It also allowed us to watch all sorts of people of different ages walking past on the street. We managed to buy the showhouse. We did worry about the old hospital grounds and what would happen to them laying to waste, possible vandalism for example. We prayed on it and that seemed to have worked - Stirling council took the land over and now manage the area. So we ended up in that house because of the views, of the trees and the people. 	Comment by Sarah Greenwood: Home	Comment by Sarah Greenwood: Local place	Comment by Sarah Greenwood: People	Comment by Sarah Greenwood: Vandalism	Comment by Sarah Greenwood: Faith, praying	Comment by Sarah Greenwood: Land ownership	Comment by Sarah Greenwood: Views

 “Planting trees in an area I remember from childhood trips”

My father was a minister in London but my Grandparents lived in Mull and would drive up there every year. We would always drive up in the evening and arrive in Stirling about Midnight and always used the same petrol station every year, it got to the point where the staff would recognise us. On the way back, we would stop at the cattle Mart at Kildean, just to have some lunch and would always drive down drip Road. These trips to Mull were what inspired me to become a forester so it’s touching to be back working in that area now with Treelink planting trees in the Kildean area. 	Comment by Sarah Greenwood: Family, childhood	Comment by Sarah Greenwood: Local place

“Why didn’t you tell me there were so many greens?”

I was brought up in Orkney where there are famously no trees ad didn’t see a tree until I was about 7. I lost my granny when I was about 5 and found it very traumatic and didn’t sleep or talk for a while afterwards. But then on a trip to the Trossachs I first saw a forest and my Mum said since then I didn’t stop talking.  She says I blurted out “It’s so green!” and “Why didn’t you tell me there were so many different greens?”.  We gathered bit of forest to bring back to my school friends. This trip changed my perspective and I now live in a green wooded area, I’m drawn to the diversity of spaces in woodlands and different types of woods and trees. The love of trees and all the greens is a big part of my life. 	Comment by Sarah Greenwood: Childhood	Comment by Sarah Greenwood: Family	Comment by Sarah Greenwood: Trauma	Comment by Sarah Greenwood: Local place	Comment by Sarah Greenwood: Colours, green	Comment by Sarah Greenwood: diversity	Comment by Sarah Greenwood: Love - emotion


“Tucked away places”

I live near the University and often walk my dog up behind the wall by the chalets there. It’s lovely to be able to find tucked away places that most people don’t go to or know about even in a busy area. In lockdown I would go there every day and it felt like my own little patch, where I could notice little differences, and seasonal changes and feel a connection to. 	Comment by Sarah Greenwood: Local places	Comment by Sarah Greenwood: Seasonal changes	Comment by Sarah Greenwood: Connection - emotion

“Dawn Chorus”

During COVID there was little traffic that birdsong was much clearer and louder. As a family we’d decided to get up for the dawn chorus, at 4am. We went to the woods to hear it, but I was also very aware that I could actually hear most of the same birds in my garden at that time. While we were up in the woods we came across a small group of kids – they had been camping out on campus but were giving up on it – we asked them if they were going home and they aid “Yes, it’s freezing”. Since then I have got more into birdsong and identifying birds from it, and have been using an app and paying more attention to the sounds of nature. 	Comment by Sarah Greenwood: birdsong - nature	Comment by Sarah Greenwood: Nature - sounds

 “Deer at dawn”

During lockdown in the dawn chorus week in early May I got up with my two kids at about4.30 and headed out to hear the birds. On the way back we had to cross over the motorway, but it was very quiet so the birdsong was more noticeable and undisturbed. We came across a herd of deer in a small greenspace, which was magical to come across – the quiet of lockdown allowed nature to move into new areas. 	Comment by Sarah Greenwood: Dawn chorus - nature	Comment by Sarah Greenwood: Nature	Comment by Sarah Greenwood: Magical - emotion

 “Land waiting to become woodland if we let it” 

I’m in a field by my house a lot, walking the dog. The council have changed the mowing regime, and you can see the land developing as a result – oak seedlings are coming up. However, they do still mow annually, and this had been cutting them down. I managed to intercept a contractor and protect some trees – I saw them out the window and ran down and convinced them to leave some seedlings. Seeing these seedlings coming up in the grassland made me think about how regeneration of woodland can happen even in urban areas and that there is a lot of land waiting to become woodland if we le, if we could only see the beauty in untidy, unkept places and change management practices. 	Comment by Sarah Greenwood: Mowing - management	Comment by Sarah Greenwood: Developing	Comment by Sarah Greenwood: Seedlings - nature	Comment by Sarah Greenwood: Contractor - management	Comment by Sarah Greenwood: Protect	Comment by Sarah Greenwood: Regeneration of woodland - nature	Comment by Sarah Greenwood: Beauty	Comment by Sarah Greenwood: Management

“Hugging trees during a meteor shower’

I work researching woodland biodiversity and I was working on a woodland near the Kier estate for my PhD. I was out doing forest inventory so measuring trees which is a good excuse to hug trees. I was also doing at surveys so was working overnight. I was out during a quite clear night and my work coincided with a meteor shower. I flet very lucky to be out there doing my job, feeling connected to nature in a nighttime woodland with meteors and bats overhead. 	Comment by Sarah Greenwood: biodiversity	Comment by Sarah Greenwood: meteor shower	Comment by Sarah Greenwood: Connection - emotion	Comment by Sarah Greenwood: Bats

“Intimate, everyday relationships with trees’

I am a caretaker of a Scot’s Pine that has been there much longer than any house on my street. We regularly ear owls in the tree and recently have been hearing a different owl noise. It’s really interesting to think about how the tree impacts people’s lives – it supports biodiversity but also blocks the views for others and we would be in trouble if it loses a limb over our house. We have a relationship with this tree that is intimate and every day. 	Comment by Sarah Greenwood: Caretaker	Comment by Sarah Greenwood: Nature - owls	Comment by Sarah Greenwood: People, lives	Comment by Sarah Greenwood: Relationship, intimate, emotion

 “Using detective work to peel back the layers”

It’s interesting to think about remnants that pre date developments. My son is 12 and is only just considering that our house hasn’t always been there and this land was once something else. To him the house seems very old, he asked me Would it have been a farm before? We went out to investigate the field boundaries – you can still see the old hedgerows lefts at the edges of gardens. It takes some detective work but by using old remnant like hedgerows and trees you can begin to get an idea of what the land would have looked like before development. 	Comment by Sarah Greenwood: History	Comment by Sarah Greenwood: Family

 “Wood of Doune no longer”

I live in area known as the Wood of Doune, which indicates how many tress must have been cut down for the houses there. Many of the street names are names after trees, but where are they? The tress that remain provide shelter from the road and support biodiversity but is the wood of Doune no longer. 	Comment by Sarah Greenwood: Local place	Comment by Sarah Greenwood: Shelter	Comment by Sarah Greenwood: Biodiversity	Comment by Sarah Greenwood: History, past

 “The value of just having a long sit down outside”

I saw the first red squirrel at the University campus during the pandemic, in 2021. I was suffering from long COVID and missing dog walks, was just too exhausted. I had read a book about rewilding which talked about the value of just being in nature. I went out with my family to the Uni campus, behind the golf course. They went off for a walk but I had come along wearing waterproof trousers with the intention of just sitting under a tree and watching nature. After about 50 mins I had only seen a Robin and a pigeon and was getting cold and wondering if this had been a rubbish idea after all. The I heard a rustling at the bottom of the tree, it was a red squirrel. We both looked at each other and then it ran towards me, brushed past me and ran up the tree. It was an incredible nature experience. When my family came back down they said they’d seen a squirrel, but I was able to beat that! This was inspired by reading a rewilding book and showed me the value of just having along sit down outside and watching.	Comment by Sarah Greenwood: Nature - wildlife	Comment by Sarah Greenwood: Suffering	Comment by Sarah Greenwood: exhausted	Comment by Sarah Greenwood: rewilding	Comment by Sarah Greenwood: nature	Comment by Sarah Greenwood: Walk	Comment by Sarah Greenwood: Wildlife - nature	Comment by Sarah Greenwood: Incredible


 “The river TV outside my window”

The trees all the way down the Teith are magical to me – it’s a place where you can see Kingfishers, salmon, beavers and otters. It’s amazing how it can take just a few trees to make a magical place, because of how they support wildlife – I love to look out my window and watch the river TV – you see and hear all sorts of things. 	Comment by Sarah Greenwood: Magical, amazing , emotion	Comment by Sarah Greenwood: Nature, wildlife	Comment by Sarah Greenwood: Wildlife, nature	Comment by Sarah Greenwood: experience

“We don’t want these trees over here”

One day my neighbour came over to say we should close all our windows because there were squirrels running around outside along the fence and they are dangerous. I explained that it was because of the trees and they responded “Well we don’t want these trees over here then”. I wasn’t able to find any evidence that squirrels were dangerous. 	Comment by Sarah Greenwood: Wildlife	Comment by Sarah Greenwood: Dangerous







Themes and codes

Wildlife and Nature – river, brambles, diversity, seasonal change, owls, bats, wildlife, kingfisher, red squirrel, oak seedlings, robin, nature, rewilding, herd of deer, dawn chorus

Local places – Gowan Hill, Kings Knot, Wood of Doune, Raploch, Kier Estate, Cattle Mart, Motorway, River Teith, Stirling University campus, Hospital grounds, Raploch Orchard, Stirling Castle 

Local History, Stories and Childhood Memories – history, past, childhood, family, home

Management, Caretaking and Protection – vandalism, management, rewilding, caretaker

Emotion, Feeling and Experience – colour, beauty, magic, see, hear, magical, connection, exhausted, incredible experience, dangerous, look, love, suffering, watching, relationship, intimate, lucky, traumatic, grieving, walk




