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[image: ]
Researcher started transcription
[image: ]
Researcher   0:05
OK, so we are now recording UM, so first section self.
So how old are you?
[image: ]
Preston   0:17
I AM 19 years old.
[image: ]
Researcher   0:21
What gender do you identify as?
[image: ]
Preston   0:24
Do I really have to answer that?
[image: ]
Researcher   0:28
Yes.
[image: ]
Preston   0:30
I'm a dude.
[image: ]
Researcher   0:33
OK.
While you're in high school, what sports did you play?
[image: ]
Preston   0:38
Football.
Soccer. Baseball.
All that fun **** crap. Sorry.
[image: ]
Researcher   0:46
So OKUM.
[image: ]
Preston   0:47
The Keila and Tweeze Woo.
[image: ]
Researcher   0:51
Outside of sports.
Umm, did you do any additional activities, extracurriculars?
[image: ]
Preston   0:59
It's big on working out hunting and fishing, fishing, fish a lot.
[image: ]
Researcher   1:05
You know, OK.
[image: ]
Preston   1:08
As.
From that just being a hoe, you know.
[image: ]
Researcher   1:11
OK.
How long were you at SCS?
[image: ]
Preston   1:14
Ohh **** like my whole duration.
[image: ]
Researcher   1:17
Yeah.
How long?
How long did you attend SCS?
[image: ]
Preston   1:21
13 years.
[image: ]
Researcher   1:23
So were you considered one of the like forever Eagles at graduation then?
[image: ]
Preston   1:27
The golden golden.
Ohk, remember?
Yeah, pretty much.
[image: ]
Researcher   1:30
One of those things.
OK.
And then?
How long were you a member of the men's soccer program?
[image: ]
Preston   1:40
I mean, I started playing.
Playing goodness gracious, I started playing in 7th grade and I played all the way through grade.
They're seeing you here, I guess played senior year as a a weight room captain, you know.
[image: ]
Researcher   1:50
We'll have.
Yeah.
And then what are.
[image: ]
Preston   1:55
Hello.
[image: ]
Researcher   1:56
What are you currently doing right now?
So are you?
[image: ]
Preston   2:00
Umm.
[image: ]
Researcher   2:01
Yeah, go ahead.
[image: ]
Preston   2:02
I'm technically in school, but I'm a firefighter, so.
[image: ]
Researcher   2:07
OK, so 5 Fire Academy.
[image: ]
Preston   2:08
I'm just a bad ************.
Yeah, that's what it is.
So I moved apartments I worked for Parker County ESD one, and then I moved to Arlington, which is a big municipal department, so I have to get more certifications.
So I have to get my advanced EMT and then I have to get a different fire certification because the one I held before is really for, not necessarily like volunteer level, but it's it's called the SFMA State Fire Marshall Association yadda yadda and then I have to get like TCFP which is Texas Commission on Fire Protection being gay.
[image: ]
Researcher   2:42
Therefore.
Gotcha.
So you are no longer, you are no longer playing sports or soccer.
[image: ]
Preston   2:50
Oops.
Not right now.
I plan on joining a…
We have like a slow pitch softball team.
Once I get out of school, once I get on probation.
[image: ]
Researcher   3:04
OK.
[image: ]
Preston   3:06
But yeah, not right now.
[image: ]
Researcher   3:08
OK.
So then what have been your experiences with sports growing up until now?
[image: ]
Preston   3:16
I let me just.
Sports was always fun.
A high school sports was definitely, you know, a lot different.
I grew up playing select baseball, so I kind of I kind of know what it's like to have, like, a sport kind of, not necessarily the ruin, but just kind of taking the fun out of it.
Uh, so that kind of happened for football and baseball, but soccer, you know, we always we just **** around pretty much.
So we always we always had fun, especially being one of the bigger guys on the team.
I could hit people and coaches wouldn't care.
[image: ]
Researcher   3:46
OK.
So then how important was soccer kind of in your life?
[image: ]
Preston   3:54
I wouldn't necessarily say it was like that.
Important.
Uh, it was kind of more of just like a like it.
It was fine.
Like I love playing it, but it definitely wasn't like eat, breathe, sleep, soccer.
It was, you know, I get to go hang out with the lads and I get to throw a little freaking.
Dudes that don't lift around on the field all day.
[image: ]
Researcher   4:16
Very fair on that.
[image: ]
Preston   4:18
They can outrun my ***, but they can't out hit my ***.
[image: ]
Researcher   4:21
OK.
What about, like socially, how did it have any influence there?
[image: ]
Preston   4:27
Not really.
[image: ]
Researcher   4:29
OK.
[image: ]
Preston   4:29
That called gay a few times, but.
Yeah, just told them I like women and.
[image: ]
Preston   4:38
Told them my body.
Count. That
Proved them wrong.
[image: ]
Researcher   4:43
So how has sport cause you've done, you know, baseball, football, soccer, a lot of them.
How has sport influenced how you see yourself?
[image: ]
Preston   4:57
I mean, it's definitely kind of shaped kinda like you try like think how to put this in the like a simple terms.
Umm, mind you, my brain isn't fully working right now.
It it definitely just like makes you more not necessarily more mature because we would still like **** around and stuff, but uh, it it kind of just builds character it.
It teaches you how to how to be a team member.
It teaches you, you know, hardship.
It teaches you success.
It teaches you failure, which is all key points to life.
You know, we all, we'll all fail at something.
It will succeed at something and I feel like sports is kind of a kind of a building block for that just because it teaches you how to how to deal with it, how to cope with it, how to how to be proud of yourself and how to how to necessarily know when you failed and how to how to build yourself back up from that.
[image: ]
Researcher   5:56
And then what about?
[image: ]
Preston   5:56
If that’s the answer you’re looking for.
[image: ]
Researcher   5:58
Yeah.
And what about soccer specifically?
[image: ]
Preston   6:01
Uh, it definitely taught me.
Uh.
How to be a leader?
Because my senior year it was kind of shifts and grins, but me and court were weight room captains, so we like, didn't necessarily take pride in that, but we we had fun with it.
And you know, it was our job to freaking make everybody sore. Me and Cort were like, really, the only people in the team that I felt like lifted outside of school.
Uh, so that it was definitely fun.
It taught me leadership.
Then you know I always would mess with all the younger guys and give them hell or ****.
But I mean, then again it it kind of fall under that leadership because people would look up to me, I could go to a game right now and I mean the the people who are juniors and seniors were the only people I would have played with.
But they're, you know, they look up to me.
I know they do cause I'll show up and they be like Oh my God, Price is here jokingly, and then they'll come up.
Give me a big hug and say that they miss me.
I tell him that I don't, but you know.
[image: ]
Researcher   6:56
Yes.
Yeah.
So then kind of reflecting back, tell me a little bit about your final high school year.
Umm.
First, we'll start academically.
How was?
How was that your senior year?
[image: ]
Preston   7:15
My senior year I freaking because I didn't go to college, right? My profession.
I don't eh.
I don't need college.
I don't like I the certifications I have are hard to get, but I mean, there's some pretty idiot like there's you don't need.
Like what I'm trying to get at is like I didn't try in school because I knew what I was gonna do.
I wasn't gonna go to some school and be, you know, some doctor.
Lawyer I told my mom that, you know, I don't really care about school.
I told her that if I go to college, you know, I'm just gonna be wasting your money.
So I didn't.
I didn't try my senior year.
Uh.
Had fun, though, partied a little bit.
You know, dated a few girls.
But academically, just, you know, didn't really care.
[image: ]
Researcher   8:08
OK.
OK.
So you kind of touch socially a little bit you you know, like you said you were, umm, kind of hanging out with other people, you know, you were in relationships.
Umm, how how was?
How was that your senior year?
[image: ]
Preston   8:29
What?
Like socially like?
[image: ]
Researcher   8:31
Like just?
Yeah.
Just like over overall like how how did you feel?
[image: ]
Preston   8:35
Ohh it is fine.
You know.
You know, I I grew close with, I mean, my friend group just grew closer and you know, we were kind of the school idiots.
We were dumb, dumb.
Dumber.
Dumbest dummy.
But you know, we we had fun.
Uh, you know.
Was a ladies man
Of course.
So, you know, had my fair share, all that fun stuff.
[image: ]
Researcher   8:59
OK.
OK.
And then what about athletically?
How?
[image: ]
Preston   9:07
Ohh my senior only played soccer so you know it's pretty focused, not necessarily focused, but that's all I did all year.
[image: ]
Researcher   9:08
How was it?
[image: ]
Preston   9:14
And then once, once soccer finished, I dropped athletics and just had a study hall.
But you know, I knew it was my last year.
So I kind of gave it everything I had.
Junior year was pretty big year for us.
Uh, and then kind of just coming up into that, there was, you know, 4 seniors, 5 seniors.
[image: ]
Researcher   9:33
Living.
[image: ]
Preston   9:34
So I wasn’t like a starter or anything, but yeah, I was definitely coaches favorite.
Especially your dad's favorite because he could talk about anything he wanted with me and I wasn't gonna be like, oh, my God.
I'm gonna go tell.
[image: ]
Researcher   9:49
You always had him laughing too, that was.
[image: ]
Preston   9:51
Ohh I can I can make that dude laugh.
I'll just like the other day or like that game at Aledo.
As I texted him before the game, I said are you bringing the whiskey?
And he said **** yeah, bud.
[image: ]
Researcher   10:10
So then, since you've graduated from SCS, how has Fire Academy been going?
[image: ]
Preston   10:18
I mean, it's definitely a kick in the nuts.
It's it's really challenging, especially going through the medical aspect of it because for the past, yeah, I worked for my last department for six months, so going from real patients to scenarios, it's kind of been really hard.
Umm, not having a real person in front of you.
And then there's new stuff on top of that.
So with advanced EMT I’m allowed to intubate people and allowed to start IVs and allowed to push, something like certain drugs.
Uh, like a lot of big?
[image: ]
Researcher   10:45
Yeah.
[image: ]
Preston   10:47
I'm allowed to, you know, give cardiac drugs.
Uh, all that fun stuff.
But there's definitely a kick in the balls, but I love it, not getting kicked in the balls.
I love love work, so it's it's worth it.
It's worth the worth, the suffering.
And then once you get on the line, you know I get to go back to doing what I love and that's fighting fire.
And I haven't done that in freaking 5-6 months.
And I'm like, still freaking depressed.
But other than that it's it's fun.
I love it.
I wouldn't trade it for anything else.
[image: ]
Researcher   11:23
What?
What about fighting the fires
Is just is so fun?
[image: ]
Preston   11:29
I mean, you get to go in like, yeah, like you have to be like, serious, obviously.
Like you're inside of a structure that is on fire.
Any second that roof can come in on you, but then again like it's also like it is such an adrenaline rush.
[image: ]
Researcher   11:39
Yeah.
[image: ]
Preston   11:42
Like soon as you hear a tone pop, you know, you know it's a structure fire.
You see a header on your way in or you know you see a glow, especially at night.
You know, it's like 2:00 AM.
You're sitting there and you're heading to a fire and you see a glow and you're like, holy ****, we go freaking worker.
And then once you get in there, you just get to be a little kid.
I mean, there's no other job that you get to destroy stuff and get paid and, like, have fun.
I get to go in, I get to kick doors in.
You know, I get to literally play with hose and water and fire.
And it's just such an adrenaline like dump that nothing beats it.
[image: ]
Researcher   12:21
OK, well, I'm glad to hear you're enjoying it.
Like like you're doing, you're doing something you love.
[image: ]
Preston   12:25
Ohh it's so fun.
[image: ]
Researcher   12:28
So um.
So since you've graduated, do you miss playing soccer at all?
[image: ]
Preston   12:36
I do.
Uh, it
It definitely is like a, not necessarily a soft spot, but I I miss playing and I think I just missed being able to like and talk **** on the field and being able to hit people illegally.
Umm.
I mean, it's like, you know, all my boys, I mean, I wasn't really like close with a lot of the team like like, close, close except for Cort like me and Cort were, you know, side by side always doing soccer.
So you know, I miss having that with him and getting to **** around with Jordan playing goalie and you know, breaking fingers cause some freaking Nolan Catholic kid kicked the **** out of it.
[image: ]
Researcher   13:20
Yeah, I remember that. So.
[image: ]
Preston   13:23
Yeah, I hurt it still hurt.
I felt it rained here the other day and before it rained, I was like, it's about to rain.
Like how the.
****.
You know, I'm like, I feel the pressure.
[image: ]
Researcher   13:31
My my hand hurts.
[image: ]
Preston   13:34
Yeah, it did.
It hurt like a *** ** * ***** (SOB).
[image: ]
Researcher   13:39
OK, so as you were, you know, graduating college or high school.
Sorry and getting ready to go into Fire Academy.
Was there anyone or anything that helped you out during this time?
[image: ]
Preston   13:54
Yeah.
So I mean, I worked construction for a year and a half before I got on with my first apartment.
And, you know, learning to work with your hands.
Uh learning trades.
You know, being SCS, that wasn't really like the thing, you know, like we were a really big academic school and they they push you so hard to go to college.
[image: ]
Researcher   14:09
Yeah.
[image: ]
Preston   14:16
But for people like me that don't want college, they wanna career path like a set career path.
Like I don't know, like I I had to go work, you know. In the heat I roofed, I worked in the like I did road work.
Uh, but that definitely helped learning to work with your hands.
Learning to suffer through the freaking day.
Umm.
And then you're also in really good shape.
You know you're you're.
You're sweating your *** off all day, and then you go workout and then you go home and you have a couple beers and you go to sleep.
It's great.
Best shape you'll ever be in your life.
But uh yeah, I would say that.
[image: ]
Preston   14:53
Help me I I had quite a few buddies already in the fire service.
Uh, my dad works.
He's he's a fireman.
And then I had a couple mentors that are also firemen and pretty much the whole city of Fort Worth.
It's old guys that are like an uncle to me.
So had I had all that and you're up in the fire service.
[image: ]
Researcher   15:05
OK.
[image: ]
Preston   15:10
And it was, you know, I kind of knew my way in.
But you still had to make it in, you know.
[image: ]
Researcher   15:17
So what specifically did like your dad and and those other guys like do to help you feel supported?
[image: ]
Preston   15:26
I mean, so with fire departments like you have to take entrance exams which suck freaking balls.
Uh, but I mean just them always, you know, Arlington is my first place to test.
That's where I'm currently in school at right now.
And you know, I felt horrible after the test.
It told me to keep my head up.
Went and tested for Fort Worth and went and tested for Lubbock and you know, I didn't write with Lubbock, failed the hell out of Fort Worth.
I don't know how that happened.
Got like a 40 something on the test, but you know they were always there.
Keep your head up.
Keep working out.
Keep keep being, you know, you keep the passion you have alive for the job.
And I did.
You know there's nothing more that I loved and hoping people or having, you know, being the person people trust on their worst days.
[image: ]
Researcher   16:20
OK.
Well, good.
I'm glad to hear that.
You know you had that, especially as you were going through it, because I feel like that's something, you know, a lot of people when they say, ohh.
I'm gonna go.
Police.
Or ohh I'm gonna go fire.
Like, they don't see that side of it, like they don't think about.
Ohh, there's tests.
You have to pass There’s certifications.
You have to get and and all of that.
[image: ]
Preston   16:45
Yeah, for sure.
[image: ]
Researcher   16:45
So yeah, so is there anything you wish you could have had that would have helped you?
Through as you graduated high school.
[image: ]
Preston   17:00
Uh, no, not really.
I mean, I kind of just coasted my way through, you know, looking back, I'm very grateful that I went to SCS.
I'm grateful that I had the Christian learning experience, but SCS is not prepare you for the real world.
So I wish SCS would have done that.
You know, my first day in construction was a kick in the balls and 1/2, you know.
[image: ]
Researcher   17:25
Yeah.
[image: ]
Preston   17:26
And SCS doesn't prepare you for that.
And that's one thing I wish I had is, you know, real world experience.
I've been working since I was 14, but you know, as as in a pretty sheltered environment there, working at a restaurant that was, you know, I was sheltered.
So I just wish you know the the bubble wasn't so protective and.
[image: ]
Researcher   17:43
Yeah.
[image: ]
Preston   17:49
Even now, like the real world is so much more.
You know, mortified now.
Mean like, I don't know, there's there's certain things, especially in like my line of work to SCS prepare you for umm, I mean they kind of do. You know?
I I have a a, a foundation with God, but you know, seeing seeing dead kids and seeing dead people.
Kinda kind of screws with you.
And that's one thing that I wish not necessarily exposed to, but just wish I would have had a uh, a better understanding of before.
[image: ]
Researcher   18:33
And before you actually experienced seeing it and and stuff like that.
[image: ]
Preston   18:37
Yeah.
Yeah, it was aware of what it does to you and where it like, you know how it makes you feel and.
[image: ]
Researcher   18:46
Yeah. OK.
[image: ]
Preston   18:48
Not being in such a a bubbly shelter that it's, you know, not saying it's bad.
But you know, Jesus this Jesus that.
[image: ]
Researcher   18:56
Yeah.
[image: ]
Preston   18:57
And I'm not saying it's wrong, but you know it's not the.
[image: ]
Researcher   19:01
But I, but I would also say even with that like uh.
Like everyone will say Ohh Jesus, you know died on a cross.
But it's like, do you actually know what crucifixion does to the body?
And once you kinda I think understand that and you see the actual modification that it is.
[image: ]
Researcher   19:27
Yeah, so, OK, so then what had you done like individually?
UM to help yourself during the transition out of high school.
[image: ]
Preston   19:48
What do you mean?
[image: ]
Researcher   19:50
Like was it was there anything like as you were going through the Fire Academy testing as you were graduating, you know, prepping for all of that.
Was there anything specific that you did to help you kind of navigate that time?
[image: ]
Preston   20:08
Well, I mean just you know.
Working really getting introduced to the real world, getting introduced to adulthood.
[image: ]
Researcher   20:13
OK.
[image: ]
Preston   20:17
Which SCS is not prepare you for?
You know, all my friends are really still living under their parents, winging it and here I AM, 19 years old.
I have my own house.
I pay my own bills.
I pay my own car insurance.
I buy my own groceries.
I pay my own truck bill like SCS just doesn't prepare you for adulting or real world.
[image: ]
Researcher   20:37
Yeah.
[image: ]
Preston   20:38
But you know, going out of SCS like working and paying taxes, which is a *****. But.
[image: ]
Researcher   20:46
Yeah.
[image: ]
Preston   20:46
That that's one thing that definitely helped me is just getting in the real world, getting in the workforce.
[image: ]
Researcher   20:54
And how did choosing that path kind of influence how you see yourself?
[image: ]
Preston   21:03
I mean it just it taught me how to be tough.
Really.
I guess umm it it taught me how to.
How did you know?
Cowboy up and and ride. Uh.
You know, it taught me how to be responsible.
And irresponsible at the same time because you know.
Oh my God.
Freaking Amber Alert (on phone).
Shut up.
Uh, you get all your experience?
The money for the first time.
Right.
You know, I remember my first check working construction was like $1600 for two weeks of work, which I was like and I can it's it's decent.
I was like, holy ****, I'm so rich now and went out and blew it on a bunch of beer and was broke the next day.
So it it makes you responsible, but it also makes you irresponsible, and it definitely humbles you.
[image: ]
Researcher   21:51
OK.
And then last question, do you have any advice for those that are about to graduate out of high school?
[image: ]
Preston   22:10
If you're not certain what you wanna do with life.
Don't go to college yet.
Because if you are set in stone and being there's really only, you know, a handful of degrees in college that are gonna get you somewhere in life, you know you're not gonna go be a freaking liberal arts major and.
Make it in life.
I probably sound like your dad right now, don't I?
[image: ]
Researcher   22:38
Umm, a little bit.
[image: ]
Preston   22:41
But if if you're not sure, take it.
Take a gap year work.
Figure out what it's like to be an adult.
Figure out what it's like to make money.
Figure out how to save money.
Figure out what you wanna do.
Once you know what you want to do, then get on the career path for that.
Whether it's go to school, go get certifications, continue working, and only focus on that, there's so many of my friends right now that are like in serious relationships and I just don't see that being necessarily a responsible thing, especially at our young age.
You know, we don't like for me, I still don't even consider myself to have a set in stone career path because I'm still in at WILL employee.
So anything could happen to me once I get off probation.
That's when I'm like, OK, you know, now is when it's time to start finding someone.
But until you have your your career path and your career, you know, focus on that only.
And then just learn how to work.
[image: ]
Researcher   23:42
OK.
[image: ]
Preston   23:45
And I mean, yeah, that's really it.
[image: ]
Researcher   23:49
Sounds like pretty sound advice right there.
[image: ]
Preston   23:52
I know.
I see you.
[image: ]
Researcher   23:53
So.
[image: ]
Preston   23:54
You're thinking.
[image: ]
Researcher   23:56
Yeah, I mean it.
It's good cause I mean, I mean you're talking to me, who's currently in a masters program and I'm I'm on a I'm on a different side of things, but at the same time, like, you know that gap year I feel may like at some point may be beneficial for me cause like that work experience.
But at the same time, like in order for me to work and do what I want to do, I need, you know, the degrees and the certifications and and all that fun jazz.
So it's just never ending school at this point, but.
[image: ]
Preston   24:33
It sucks.
I mean, I'm basically like I with like firefighting, like you're basically not necessarily school.
But like, I never stop learning.
[image: ]
Researcher   24:42
Yeah.
[image: ]
Preston   24:43
You can never perfect firefighting.
[image: ]
Researcher   24:47
Yeah.
[image: ]
Preston   24:47
As soon as you think he perfect firefighting, that's when you die in a fire.
[image: ]
Researcher   24:51
Yep.
[image: ]
Preston   24:54
There's no two fires are going to be the same.
No.
EMS calls going to be the same, no day at work is going to be the same.
You know, my first day on the line, you know, I may think I got it figured out at school, and I mean ****.
Heaven forbid I could die at first day or I couldn't have a 40 year long career.
No scares, you know, but learn definitely like learning to work and learning that.
You know, life is a *****.
[image: ]
Researcher   25:26
Yeah.
[image: ]
Preston   25:28
But you got to make life your *****.
[image: ]
Researcher   25:32
Could put that on a T shirt.
[image: ]
Preston   25:34
Life is a *****, but make it your *****.
Words with I had I had some wise words today.
[image: ]
Researcher   25:39
That, that, that.
[image: ]
Preston   25:44
As soon as you stop recording, I'll tell you what.
My gym quote of the day was.
[image: ]
Researcher   25:48
Yes.
[image: ]
Preston   25:48
You'll think it's funny.
[image: ]
Researcher   25:50
Well, last kind of wrap up question, is there anything else you want to add, discuss a little more or revisit before we end this?
[image: ]
Preston   26:01
No, not really.
[image: ]
Researcher   26:02
OK.
Well, thank you for your time.
I will stop the recording now.
[image: ]
Researcher stopped transcription
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