


	File Name(s)
	71386_rec00004

	Total Recording Length
	63 minutes

	Number of Participants
	3

	Final Word Count
	6,635

	Total Number of Pages
	24

	Date Completed
	03 March 2022


Transcribed by:
1st Class Secretarial Services
__________________________________________________________________________________

PO Box 28956, Gorebridge, Midlothian, EH22 9BP, 0131 510 5105, enquiries@1stclass.uk.com www.1stclass.uk.com
1st Class is the trading name of Lawson Hardwick Limited
Registered in Scotland, number SC311027
__________________________________________________________________________________
I:	So kind of the questions that we will ask…so we’re really interested in the journey of your relationship. So from the past, we will ask questions about how things are now and then any thoughts about the future. So that will be kind of the story. 

And we have some pictures to help with that. So we either have them as photo symbols or we also made our own ones which are here. Are there any you prefer? Would you rather like using the photo symbols or the artist ones? The photo symbols?

P1:	Yeah.

I:	Good. So I can also keep this up and just keep the pictures. So to start would be really nice is, just how did you meet?

P2:	You tell her.

P1:	You can say it.

P2:	You tell her.

P1:	We met at the (service). When I first came to (service) about…a long time ago. Can’t remember. Can you remember how long we’ve been here now?

P2:	I don’t know.

I:	Do you know the year or how old you were?

P1:	About 20 years. Maybe longer than that.

I:	Okay, so over 20? Wow. Long time.

P1:	A long, long time. I think about 20 years, maybe even longer.

I:	And when you said you met at (service), so at that time did you live there because it was some supported accommodation where different people had flats? Or did you live together in a house?

P1:	No. We lived…when we first came (service) was like a big…I don’t know how to explain it. Just like big bedrooms and kitchen. A place where you could watch TV, things like that. So the beds and that upstairs and downstairs a big kitchen.

I:	So one big place where everyone stayed?

P1:	Yes. And that’s where I first came to (town), a long time ago. I can’t remember how many years now. You won’t remember. She was here longer than me.

I:	You’ve been here longer?

P2:	Yes.

P1:	Because she came…I think you were the second person that came to (service). And that was, let me think, I came in 1978, I think it was.

I:	So over 20 years probably, yeah.

P1:	I had just left college. I found out about (service) when I was at college. And that was 1974 or something like that.

I:	And how many other people lived with you?

P1:	I can't remember. About eight, maybe 12.

I:	So it was a big place.

P1:	Yeah, it was a big amount of people. And other people came after.

I:	And what did you like about each other when you first met?

P1:	Good question. I haven’t got a clue. Just kind of liked each other and that. When Z used to stay…after I left, I went to another house with somebody else. And you used to come to my house when I was with somebody else. And then he went somewhere else and I moved in and then we got married.

P2:	Married.

P1:	Can’t remember what year though.

I:	And how was it when you told other people? The first time when you told maybe the workers or your family that you wanted to be together, how did they react? Kind of telling others?

P1:	I don’t think my mother was very keen. My mother died a few years ago. My dad’s gone too. I’m not sure if she was very keen I was getting married or anything like that. But, I mean, she came round to it.

I:	So she started meeting Z and she saw that you [voices overlap 06:02].

P1:	Yeah, she met Z a few times.

I:	Was she there at the wedding?

P1:	Yeah.

P2:	Yes.

P1:	My dad had already died before then. He actually died the year we got married.

P2:	And (brother) after.

P1:	But he didn’t come to the wedding.

P2:	(Brother) took you.

P1:	He didn’t.

P2:	[Inaudible 06:24].

P1:	Oh yeah, you’re right.

I:	Who’s (brother name)?

P1:	My brother. One of my brothers. I had three sisters and four brothers but two of my brothers have died. So I’ve got three sisters and two brothers. There’s three brothers left.

I:	And your family, Z, how did they react?

P1:	I never knew her family. I don’t know nothing about her family ’cause none of her family came to the wedding. I don’t know if…

P2:	Auntie X.

P1:	Oh yeah, Auntie X.

P2:	Auntie X, yeah. That was it.

P1:	Your Auntie X came, that was it. I don’t know if her mother had already passed before? I’m not sure, I never met them, all of her family. I never met any of her brothers or sisters or anything. But I met your aunt.

P2:	My auntie.

P1:	A couple of aunts. Your Auntie X, of course.

I:	And the people at (service), how did they react when you told them?

P1:	They were all right.

P2:	All right. It was okay.

P1:	I think so, aye. It was the staff that helped with the wedding and that. So it was really good there. (Name)?

P2:	(Name).

P1:	(Name) was the person who was in charge of the wedding and things like that. She just left.

P2:	She left for a new job.

I:	And before you got married, did you first move together?

P1:	M-hm.

P2:	M-hm.

I:	So how was that? Where did you move?

P1:	Just the house we’re at now. You’ve seen it. Just the house we’re at now.

I:	And was that different living together just the two of you, compared to when you lived in a big house with other people?

P1:	Definitely. We didn’t have any people barging in or things like that.

P2:	Waiting for a new house.

I:	You’re waiting for a new house now?

P1:	Aye, we’ve been put on the list. I’d meant to go to another house, but some people didn’t like it.

P2:	Didn’t like it.

P1:	So they just ’phoned us last week to say we’re back on the…

P2:	List.

P1:	…register. So we have to wait and see what happens next.

I:	But it was nice when you moved and it was just the two of you? You liked that a lot better?

P1:	Yeah, the staff came over every day at certain times but never stayed. They didn’t do sleepovers or anything like that. The house was ours.

I:	And do you want to tell me a bit about your wedding?

P1:	A long time ago.

P2:	A long time ago.

I:	What did you wear, Z?

P1:	I can't remember what you wore, no.

P2:	A frock or a skirt? A frock.

P1:	A don’t know the difference if it was a frock or a skirt.

P2:	A frock.

I:	Do you remember the colour?

P1:	She doesn’t know colours.

P2:	No. A cake, a big one.

I:	A big cake?

P2:	Aye, yes.

P1:	Aye, it was nice. Went to…

P2:	The Mill.

P1:	That’s right, we went to The Mill. That’s just down by, I think. A big place. We got married there.

I:	And you had some nice food with everyone?

P2:	And after that…

P1:	A nice meal. And then we had a reception at, where was it?

P2:	The. Aye, it is.

P1:	Could be The.

P2:	It is.

P1:	I can't remember. I think it was X, had the wedding reception there. Then we went on honeymoon. 

P2:	A cruise.

P1:	Yeah, but we went to thingmy first.

P2:	What?

P1:	Can’t remember. Away down the bottom of England.

I:	Okay, so you went on a cruise?

P1:	Aye, but went on holiday…

P2:	Holiday first.

P1:	…first. I can't remember the name of the place. It was some place down in England. Southport or something like that.

I:	Somewhere in the south, at the beach, or…?

P2:	Aye.

P1:	And then went for a week. And then we went on honeymoon on the cruise ship.

P2:	A cruise. Y was sick.

I:	Why? Because of the water?

P:	Aye, but I was okay once I got an injection, I was fine.

I:	Yeah, you need to get used to it.

P2:	Not me.

P1:	You didn’t need it. She was the only one that wasn’t sick. Went to Monte Carlo, it was nice, really enjoyed it. Then we went to Italy. I think we went to Italy and some other place I don’t remember.

I:	So was the weather really nice? Was it sunny?

P1:	Yeah, it was nice. The cruise was…

P2:	The cruise was nice.

P1:	The first night it wasn’t. It was very windy and stormy on the sea at night-time when we were on the ship.

P2:	Cruise was nice, Y.

P1:	You weren’t sick. Didn’t affect her one bit.

I:	Did you ever go again or was that your only time on a cruise?

P1:	No, that’s the only time we’ve been on a cruise. But it was good. I’d like to do it again but it’s quite expensive.

I:	Yeah, I’ve never been.

P1:	Like I say, we went to Monte Carlo. And I think it was Italy we went to because we went to Rome. But obviously we could only stay there for a few hours, to get back to the ship. Had to go back and get the ship and that. We went to Rome, that was nice. Then we went to other places we didn’t like very much.

I:	So Monte Carlo and Rome were the highlights?

P1:	M-hm.

I:	And then when you lived together, how did your life look? Your week? So for example, in the flat did you share the cooking, cleaning?

P1:	The cooking? Oh aye, the cooking.

I:	Did you do the cooking?

P2:	Yes, I had a cooker.

P1:	Well, sometimes.

P2:	Sometimes.

P1:	Sometimes the staff.

P2:	And Y did a cup of coffee.

P1:	I’m not much good at cooking, I’m afraid. She’s a better cook than I am.

I:	And so in the past when you just got married and you just moved into your house, what did you do during the week? Did you go to work? Or some kind of activities?

P1:	I used to work.

P2:	Here.

P1:	I used to work at Penny’s. It was a place…actually the first time I went was, I used to go to the ARC.

P2:	Over there.

P1:	But then a man came saying looking for somebody to work and somebody I knew was going to ask that man if I wanted to do it. And then he said he didn’t want to do it. So they asked me.

I:	So that was at Penny’s?

P1:	No, that was before Penny’s. I hated it. The people were really bad, not nice people at all. I was there for about six months. No, maybe not as long as six months but I was there for a wee while. But then someone decided they wanted to go to Penny’s so I was at Penny’s for…I don’t know how many years I was there for.

I:	Do you remember how many days a week you went?

P1:	Aye, I went five days. And then I asked if I could get a half day, I just wanted to go half, just for a couple of days if I didn’t like it. So I worked there for a wee while. And there was this woman, kind of older woman, she was really nasty because she said why don’t you go for the whole five days? I didn’t want to. She was just being nasty, you know. I just switched off. I switched off and people saw that I wasn’t happy so they asked her just to go away. 

I:	And was that when you already lived with Z? So you would work at Penny’s and then go home?

P1:	M-hm. I was at that for two days a week, I think it was, in the end. And then when Penny’s closed down – well, I actually left before it closed down – then I went to a couple of other places. But wasn’t really any pay in that, I didn’t like it. They didn’t like me. Obviously Z goes to the ARC.

P2:	And somebody else, Y. Somebody else. X Café.

P1:	Aye, you worked at the café.

I:	You worked at the café?

P2:	The X Café, not now.

I:	Not now, before.

P2:	Before COVID.

I:	Of course, yeah.

P1:	So we’ve been not working that long. I’m at retirement age anyway. Next year I’ll be at retirement age. And Z, she’ll be past retirement age.

I:	And before, so when you first got married and you lived together, what kind of things did you like to do at the weekends?

P1:	Just go down the street.

P2:	Down the street for a cup of coffee.

P1:	Sometimes we went other places, maybe with the staff or something like that. Dumfries, Argyll, something like that. We don’t really go anywhere now, you know. Very rarely unless there’s buses and that going, because of COVID.

I:	Yeah, things changed a lot.

P1:	And that’s why we don’t really do much at all now. That’s why I like getting into the meetings, [ENABLE 20:21]. Did a lot for ENABLE. I came in working here a couple of years ago, I was working in here. But obviously because of COVID we’re not doing anything.

I:	You were also involved in the Olympics and doing some advocacy work, was it with ENABLE?

P1:	Yes, did a lot for ENABLE. I worked with [X 21:05], so you’ll have heard of X. And one of the other things I went to was ACE. You know ACE?

I:	No.

P1:	You’ve not heard of ACE?

I:	No. ACE?

P1:	I was one of the first people on ACE. I don’t know how many years ago that was. We were…you haven’t met, have you?

I:	No, I haven’t, no. I sent her letters, but I haven’t met her.

P1:	We were on ACE, that was years ago we started. And I was twice, no maybe three or four times, I became chairperson of ACE. Then things went…I was on Scottish Council. And then I was asked to do a strange thing, went to…I think it was Italy.

I:	As a group, all together?

P1:	No, me and a couple of workers and X went to Rome. I went into the place and the strangest thing was – still weird – they were actually going to be holding the new…what’s it called, it was the group abroad, people from all over Europe.

I:	Oh, from lots of countries in Europe?

P1:	Yeah. Anyway, I can't remember the name of the place it was called. I went there and strangest thing is they were having their AGM, to pick the new chair. That day – never been before – and there was someone from Ireland and somebody said why don’t you put your name forward? So there was an election between me and him, nobody else taking part, and I won it.

I:	Oh, well done.

P1:	And I was chair of Inclusion Europe. Inclusion Europe, I was chairperson for five years, I think it was. They have it every so often and then they ask for the chair again, people to…

I:	To change every five years? Okay.

P1:	So all over Europe. Most of Europe, it was me and X – X – I don’t know if you’ll know X or not?

I:	No, no. And Z, did you ever come along, travelling?

P2:	No.

P1:	Went all over Europe to conferences and everything. I enjoyed it. 

I:	What did you like doing? So when Y was travelling in Europe…?

P2:	I stayed in the house. Got a fish. Fishes in the house.

I:	Do they have names?

P2:	No. Yes, X and X and X.

I:	So you look after them, they’re yours?

P2:	Yes. X too. Lots of them.

I:	And then did you already work at the café then?

P2:	X Café, yes. Not now. Stopped…

I:	COVID?

P2:	Yes. It’s awful.

I:	And did you sometimes go on holidays together?

P2:	Yes, me and Y go on holiday.

I:	Where did you used to go? Do you remember any?

P2:	No, no.

I:	And did a worker usually come along when you went on holiday? Or was it just the two of you?

P2:	No, me and Y and the staff. Been on holiday. Not now. The thing, COVID, aye. You got kids?

I:	Yeah, I’ve got one son.

P2:	What’s your son’s name?

I:	He’s called Toni.

P2:	Toni? It’s a nice name.

I:	Thank you, I also like it.

P2:	Have you got a dog?

I:	No, no dog. He would probably want one.

P2:	Oh, yes.

I:	Do you have any more animals?

P2:	No.

I:	Just the fish?

P2:	Yes, the fish.

I:	Would you like a dog or a cat?

P2:	No. He would want a dog. No way.

I:	They keep you busy, looking after them.

P2:	I know, I know.

I:	So you’ve lived in your house for a long time now?

P2:	Yep.

I:	Do you remember the year when you got married? How long you’ve been married?

P2:	Nope, no. Do you know, Y?

I:	Do you remember the year you got married?

P1:	I think it was…I’m not sure. It might have been 1978 or ’79 but I’m not sure.

I:	Okay, so late 70s, 80s, something like that.

P1:	I’m not sure, to be honest.

I:	No, that’s fine.

P1:	It’s a long time ago.

I:	It is, it is, yeah.

P1:	Long, long time ago.

I:	Is it okay if we now talk maybe about the time when others – or maybe you yourself – noticed that maybe you might have an illness called dementia? Yeah, is that okay? Do you remember how that first started? When people were maybe noticing or maybe you were wondering yourself?

P1:	No. Don’t know, maybe just forgetting things and that. And couldn’t remember things and that. But it seemed kind of normal, to forget it. Didn’t think there was anything wrong. I went to the doctors and had to go to…I don’t even know what it was about ’cause we went to (town) to hospital and went to see this man, I don’t know, maybe you know better than I do, I don’t know? Said you’ve got dementia. I didn’t even know what that meant, what it was.

I:	Z, were you there as well?

P1:	No.

P2:	No.

P1:	No, me and one of the workers were there. Just said I had dementia.

I:	Did he explain what dementia means or what it is?

P1:	He probably did but I can't remember. He said my memory’s going to go and things like that, when I get older. I might not remember people’s names and things like that. I know there’s another type. Are there two types, are there?

I:	Yeah, I think there are a few different ones. Do you remember which one? What he said? No.

P1:	I couldn’t remember, even with [inaudible 31:35]. I don’t understand.

I:	No, I don’t really understand either, the medical terms of what the differences are.

P1:	I just said, I don’t know, how many years? I mean, now I think my memory’s starting to go a little bit more and can’t think of anything. But that could be different things.

I:	And when you went home did you tell Z? Did the workers talk to both of you?

P1:	M-hm. But Z doesn’t understand, do you? As much as I do.

I:	So what did you think, Z, when you heard about it?

P2:	Staff told me. Eh, Y?

P1:	I think so, yes. She doesn’t really know.

I:	And since then, did people talk to you about dementia more? Because I know that you were also…was there also a time where you were involved in the research about dementia?

P1:	Yes.

I:	So did you maybe learn a bit more about dementia from the research and kind of ask questions?

P1:	Not really. I mean, we did talk about it. I was in the group for dementia, it’s there. Kind of met a few people in that. But really no, I just don’t know. I couldn’t understand half of the things they were talking about.

I:	So you met some other people who had dementia in the research project?

P1:	Not sure.

I:	Did you take photos of people?

P1:	I think so, but I don’t know if they had dementia or not.

I:	I think so.

P1:	Did they? I don’t know. Then we had this big meeting up in somewhere, Glasgow, Edinburgh, I can't…

I:	Oh yeah, the conference.

P1:	Yeah, big conference. I met all these people and then they’d bring in the animals and all that. That was good, seeing all the animals. That was good.

I:	And any of the workers from (service), do they still sometimes talk to you about dementia? Or can you talk to people about it if you have questions? Do you sometimes ask?

P1:	No. Don’t think so. You know?

I:	Did you ever have, in your house, any of these kind of social stories or booklets that maybe have some photos and they explain a little bit about dementia?

P1:	I had some papers and things like that but it’s away above my head.

I:	It’s just very difficult to understand what it all means really. Because I guess it’s also very different for each person. You don’t really know what happens, it’s different for everyone.

P1:	Yes, it’s true.

I:	So how have things changed since dementia? Have things been different?

P1:	No. We just kind of get on with it, you know. I’ve not been that bad yet, I don’t think. I can still remember things but sometimes I can still remember people’s names. So it’s not been…I don’t know when things are going to get worse for me. I don’t know.

I:	And have things been different for you, Z?

P2:	No.

P1:	I think Z’s more wary about it.

I:	Are you a bit worried about it sometimes?

P2:	M-hm.

I:	Is the worry mainly what it means, just difficult to know?

P1:	M-hm.

I:	So the next topic is about the support you have around you. So who would you say are kind of important people in your life that are helping you at the moment?

P1:	Just the staff. Some of them. The main people I suppose would be my main support worker. I’ve got one support worker, what’s her name? The woman who talks to me on the what do you call it?

I:	Online? Is it X from Key, sometimes?

P1:	Yeah, I think.

P2:	Can I go to the toilet?

I:	Of course, of course. So it’s mainly the staff from (service)?

P1:	Yeah. And sometimes X will call. She talks to me. You know her anyway.

I:	And do you ever get visits or do you ever need to go and see the GP? Or is there some kind of nurse that maybe comes sometimes?

P1:	Don’t think so. 

I:	So it’s mainly (service) that are supporting?

P1:	And X, she has the video line every so often.

I:	And do you have more support from Key now, since you’ve had have dementia?

P1:	I don’t know.

I:	How often do the workers come to your house?

P1:	We usually have two workers, one in the morning ’cause I have to get my pills and that, ’cause I can't take the pills myself. So somebody comes in the morning and then sometimes – it could be the same worker, it could be another worker – that comes later on. They’ll come maybe from one to four, something like that. And then at night-time somebody comes about seven, eight and gives the pills at night-time. So maybe three workers.

I:	But then in the evening they also leave again? So at night you are alone?

P1:	M-hm. No, I don’t have any sleepovers. They don’t organise sleepovers for me. I don’t know if that might happen when things get worse, I’m not sure what’s going to happen.

I:	But just now you don’t need any more help like that?

P1:	No. Just the pills.

I:	It’s just for the medication?

P1:	Yeah.

I:	And when the workers come during the day, do they help you with the house? Or do you do things during the day that you go out? I mean, of course with COVID everything has been very different, I guess?

P1:	No, we go out. Sometimes some of them just come to write down bits of paper.

P2:	Paper.

P1:	Sometimes they do or we might do bits ourselves.

I:	So do you go for walks?

P1:	Go out for a meal sometimes. Up the street, they’ve got quite a bit.

I:	And do you still go now?

P1:	We were there a few hours ago, went for something to eat. It was nice. The people are nice and you get a good natter with them.

I:	And then do you go by yourself?

P1:	M-hm.

P2:	Yes.

I:	That’s nice.

P1:	We don’t really go out anywhere else now, apart from that. Sometimes we used to go to the pub or something like that, but we don’t do that ’cause of COVID, I think. Don’t really go anywhere else. I’ll very, very rarely go out of (town) now. Occasionally we go other places but it’s just like [X 42:17] or places like that. But that’s very, very rare now.

I:	And I remember also at one of the meetings you once said that a good question to ask is also if you have anyone who helps with more the legal kind of things? Or maybe planning about the future? Have you done any of that with anyone?

P1:	M-hm. We’ve had Power of Attorney.

I:	Power of Attorney? M-hm.

P1:	Is that the one?

I:	Yeah.

P1:	One of the workers and then the, what do you call it – solicitor? Is that right?

I:	Yeah.

P1:	He’s got my sister who stays down in X, she’s Power of Attorney. I think that’s it. ’Cause she used to be a nurse.

I:	And can you remember what they told you, what Power of Attorney means?

P1:	Just when things start going downhill they’ll have to take over. Medical things or legal things, things like that.

I:	So she will be involved in making some decisions? M-hm.

P1:	Yeah.

I:	Have they asked you anything already about what you think you would like in the future, so they can write it down already now?

P1:	No. Don’t know, don’t think so.

I:	And you also said, when I asked about the staff who are helping you and supporting, I noticed that you said some of them. Was there anything you meant by that? 

P1:	Most of them in the team, our team, but some I don’t really get on with. So I don’t really want them to be…they come and make sure we’ve got the tablets and cup of tea and that. I mean, I’ve nothing against them but there’s some people I just don’t get on with and you can't help it. There’s a couple of people just don’t get on with. I mean, they come and they do it but they don’t…only a few people will talk to them if things were getting bad, if I wasn’t right at all.

I:	But do you feel that there are some staff maybe you know them quite well that you feel you can talk to them about how you’re feeling?

P1:	M-hm.

I:	Is it the same for you,Z? Do you like some of them better than others? Do you get on well with some of them?

P2:	Yes. X, eh?

P1:	I’m saying nothing.

P2:	You’re saying nothing. X, I said.

P1:	X’s okay, aye. Same faces.

P2:	Same faces.

P1:	We’ve got a couple of workers that we could sit and talk to them about things but there’s some I just couldn’t. I mean, they’ll come and they’ll do what they have to do but I couldn’t sit down and have a conversation with them. I just don’t know, nothing against them, I just don’t gel with them. That’s the word, I think.

I:	And do you sometimes talk together about how you are?

P1:	Not really, no. I couldn’t, at the start, talk to Z about things. And she couldn’t always talk to me about things but that’s why I like a worker being there.

I:	And has that ever happened, that someone talked to both of you?

P1:	Yeah, a few times.

I:	Do you find that helpful?

P1:	Don’t know, I think so.

I:	Is there anything that you feel sometimes helps when you get a bit worried? Or is there anything that you feel like, oh when we do that then that helps us?

P1:	Not sure. Can’t think. If I have a conversation with someone.

I:	So talking about it helps?

P1:	Talking to (manager) sometimes. She was quite good when I first got it.

I:	Okay, so X. She’s the team leader? Manager?

P2:	Yes.

P1:	Manager.

P2:	Manager.

P1:	She’s the boss. We don’t really talk to management that much ’cause they’ve got so much to do with other things.

P2:	(Other name).

P1:	Occasionally.

I:	And…what did I want to ask? Sorry. See, now I’ve forgotten my question. Oh yeah, and your sister and any of your siblings? Do you speak with them sometimes? Do you see them?

P1:	Occasionally I see my brother, X. Occasionally he comes to the house. A few times. But I haven’t seen him for a wee while. X came to see me. 

P2:	Just before Christmas.

P1:	Was it? At Christmas he came to see me. Bit of a shock, seeing him. But that’s about it. As I said, I haven’t seen my sisters or brothers ’cause obviously my sister stays down in X and my other sister stays in X. My sister stays in X down in the south of England and she’s got problems of her own. She’s got…don’t know what it’s called but she can't walk properly.

I:	Oh, so she’s not so well?

P1:	No. So she’s got those problems. I don’t really see any family that much now.

I:	And do you know any other people who have dementia? Other people in (service) who are getting support? Maybe friends? Do you see any friends sometimes?

P1:	Haven’t got any friends, to be honest.

I:	And what are your hopes for the future?

P1:	Well obviously we’re hoping maybe to get a new house. Hopefully…we went to look at one but…

P2:	Nice.

P1:	Aye, it was nice but…

P2:	Not a garden.

P1:	I don’t know why. But she just said no. It was a flat.

I:	Why do you want a new house?

P2:	Oh, I fell. I fell going upstairs.

I:	So because you have stairs in your house now?

P1:	Stairs, aye. I think it’s for both of us. Mainly me, for the future.

I:	So are your bedrooms upstairs?

P1:	M-hm. So, we’re wanting a flat. But as I said, we went to see one, but somebody said, oh no, that’s not right for you. So had to go back on the list, back down the list again. So we’re on the list but don’t know, could take years before we even get another house. Hopefully we’ll get a chance of getting one. The house we’ve got is all right but it’s too big. Upstairs…and the only thing is we’d have to get rid of half the stuff we’ve got because I think it would be a smaller house that we’d get. I think, I don’t know. There’s new houses down the bottom there, I think we’ll look at one of them. Maybe get a new house.

I:	That would be nice.

P2:	And the staff help you. Help you to move.

I:	They help with all the moving and things?

P2:	Yeah.

P1:	But I don’t know how far down the line that is. Could be years.

I:	I guess it can happen really quick, suddenly, but you don’t know before?

P1:	That other house we had was quick. But like I said, we didn’t take it. Should have. I don’t know.

P2:	I don’t know.

I:	Any other thoughts about the future? Anything you sometimes think about?

P1:	Not really, no. I suppose the thing most people would ask is why we never had children or anything like that. I don’t know. I think ’cause we don’t really understand about that kind of thing, maybe that’s one thing…I mean, we went to see somebody about it years before we were married, years. Not the doctors, but other people but we just didn’t understand. So I just don’t think…we never had children. We’re too old now.

I:	And at home, do you have photo albums of your wedding and maybe some of your holidays together?

P1:	Yeah, aye.

I:	Do you look at that together sometimes?

P1:	Sometimes.

P2:	Yes.

P1:	I’m not quite sure where they are at this moment in time.

P2:	There’s some upstairs.

P1:	The house is like a bomb blasted it.

I:	Well, it’s easy to collect things and get more and more. So that’s all my questions. I don’t know, is there anything that maybe I haven’t asked that you would still like to tell me? Maybe something I forgot to ask that you think is important to say?

P1:	When is it going to start getting all the Glasgow office? What place is that?

I:	Yeah, so I think X is always talking to the (service) office because I think what she said at the moment is they are having more people come to the office, but they are training a lot of staff. So I think the offices are busy. But once the staff training is done then hopefully we can start that again.

P1:	I don’t know, do you know X?

I:	Who?

P1:	Do you know X?

I:	No.

P1:	X, he used to take me up to Glasgow a lot, went to meetings and that kind of thing. I haven’t seen X for ages.

I:	No, because of COVID, of course.

P1:	But Xis well over 70 now, I think. So I don’t think he’ll fancy going back up and down to Glasgow anymore. So that’s the problem, that’s the only problem.

I:	Actually I did want to talk to you about that, so we could do that. But there’s nothing more otherwise to talk about that you want to share? Maybe we can finish with one of the happiest memories that you have together as a couple? Something you like to remember about being together?

P1:	I don’t know. I suppose the wedding, when we go on holiday and that. But I just…

I:	No, those are very happy memories.

P1:	…nothing very exciting.

I:	I think a wedding and a cruise is very exciting. That’s a nice memory.

P1:	But we’ve been on holiday a few times, [inaudible 27:06], places like that. But we’ve not been abroad for a long time.

I:	I guess not with COVID that also…I guess life was also really different in the last years – for everyone, it was very different.

P1:	So I’m hoping that things will maybe get back a bit normal and start going holidays again somewhere. But I don’t really want to go abroad yet. I want to go in Scotland, if I can. Maybe something down in England. I fancy going back to London again. I’ve been there three times, that’s where I got my…

I:	Oh yeah, MBE, yeah.

P2:	I’ve been there.

I:	That must have been a really memory, when you went together to get your MBE?

P1:	It was, aye. And one of the workers was there.

P2:	(Name).

P1:	She wasn’t there.

P2:	She was so.

P1:	Yes, X went. And (Name) went to the wedding with us. She left (service), then she worked at (service), not key – (other service). But now she’s back at (service) again. But she took us down to London.

I:	And how was that when you got the MBE? Was there a big meal after? Was there like a ceremony?

P1:	Not really a ceremony, no. My wedding, I had a bit of a panic because the night before, (Name) asked the receptionist if she would book a taxi for us to get from the hotel to the Palace.

I:	To the Palace? Wow.

P1:	So next morning she came, she asked whether the taxi was ready. She said, oh I forgot to ’phone for the taxi. Forgot. And then so they didn’t ’phone, I don’t know why. And then one of the men said to me he would go and try and find a taxi. He went out, never came back. 

So we had to go down the road and find a taxi ourselves. Big road…and then, five minutes we got there. Five minutes, ’cause you only had a certain amount of time. If you weren’t there you wouldn’t be able to get in. So we only had five minutes spare to get up to the Palace.

I:	Were you stressed?

P1:	Oh, yeah. (Name), the steam was coming off her. Got there, the Queen has got the MBE and went to – what’s the big place that people go for their meals? It’s famous.

I:	Is it also part of the Palace? Or is it just somewhere else?

P1:	No. Where you went for your meals and that. But it’s very, very famous. All the big stars and famous people go there.

I:	It’s because I’m not British, so probably I don’t know. But I will ask (PI).

P1:	Harrods.

I:	Harrods? Yeah, it’s also like a shopping…

P1:	It’s shopping, aye. It is famous, is Harrods. I went there for a meal, it was nice. Then we went into the place, the man’s sitting there, just wanted a drink. He said congratulations on getting your MBE. The strangest thing is, we were going to go and get something to eat there but it seemed that the sandwiches and that weren’t going to be ready for a long, long time. And it was about £20 or something like that, for sandwiches. So we went and got a drink – some champers – then went somewhere else for something to eat. A good night. Had a good couple of days. Went to see a show. Can’t remember what the name of the show was but it was good.

I:	Would you like it as well, Z, maybe in the future, maybe go to London again, do trips?

P2:	Yes.

P1:	We’d go to London again. It’s kind of scary going down there, what with the trouble they’ve had in the last couple of years, three years. That’s the only thing kind of worries me. And of course there’s COVID.

I:	Well hopefully things are getting better. I’ll switch this one off now.

End of transcript
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