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	17
	Date
	5/7/21

	Locations
	Bungalow 1, Bungalow 3
Campus
	Weather
	Warm and cloudy


	Child interactions
	Brian, Norman, Daniel, Simone, [one of the children] and Red
	Staff Interactions
	Sue, Florence, Thelma, Duncan, Sammy, Avril, Ronnie

	Times
	10am – 4pm
	Total Time in field
	6 hours




Arrived on campus today with the aim of maybe spending a bit of time in Bungalow 1 but also speaking to Florence (if she was available) about the consent situation in Bungalow 3 to see if I could arrange to start spending some time there as well.  It seemed like there was lots going on at Bungalow 1 when I arrived with lots of bags and other stuff.  However, it turned out Dennis and Graham were away camping leaving Brian and Daniel home.  Brian is leaving today and going back to stay with his parents on an almost full-time basis (weekend respite in another residential).  I was aware that this was happening today and have been chatting to Brian casually about how he feels about moving on with him having been here for a few years.  He has consistently said that he feels alright about it and won’t miss anything about this place, although I get the impression that he has some strong relationships with some of the staff and it will, therefore, not necessarily be as straightforward a move as perhaps he has been indicating to me.  There were plans made for Avril to take him to get his bike fixed and then come back and pack the car with his stuff and then take him for a trip today before dropping him off – he’s not due to be dropped off until 4pm and that’s quite a wait on the precipice for him today so the staff are trying to plan around it to make it more manageable for him.

I’d brought some pastries with me and positioned myself in the kitchen with a coffee and one of those.  Sammy, Daniel, Brian, Ronnie and Avril came and went at various times, some taking and some refusing pastries.  There were lots of jokes and banter between Sammy and Daniel and they seem to have a well-established relationship.  After this, I noticed Florene making her way across campus and took my opportunity to speak to her about some time in Bungalow 3.  She said today would be good as it was only Simone and [one of the children] today and consent was in place for both of them [subsequently advised that no consent for one of the children, so data removed].  After chatting a bit more in Bungalow 1, I made my way over casually to Bungalow 3 and joined some staff and the SW student Laney.  It was mainly Sue on here today.

Simone came into the office and asked if I would like to play football, to which I agreed although she had to brush her teeth first (I found out earlier that she’d had a ‘tough’ morning).  We played a bit of long-shooty out the front of the bungalow and then she directed me through some training exercises that she’d learned at her football club before we went in and watched a bit of Paddington with [one of the children] before lunch.  During this, Duncan came over and Simone made a big play of labelling him a traitor for having moved from Bungalow 3 to Bungalow 1 recently – there were lots of hugs and physical contact between them despite her harsh critique.  Peter was out with Norman today and, when he returned, he was due to take Simone swimming.  

After lunch, Simone involved me in more play – this was more witnessing her doing tricks on her scooter and climbing a tree.  While doing tricks on the ramp, she told me she was here when it was built about 1.5 years ago and that she’s been here for 3 years.  
A little while later, Norman came back with Peter and there seemed for a short while that there was a lot going on at the front door of the bungalow including Simone throwing her football boots up on to the roof, which seemed really unexpected to me.  She had gotten a bit sweary with various staff and I wasn’t sure what was happening but everyone went inside for a while and the children were separated out again with Simone heading off to swimming and [one of the children] going back to watch TV.

I was out playing football for a little while with Norman and then he wanted me to come and watch him do tricks on his scooter at the ramp as well, which is only a few meters from the Bungalow but out of sight of it.  I felt alright about this at first, although Sue came over with [one of the children] after about 10 minutes to ask if I was ok and that Florence had said to her to come and get Norman as I shouldn’t really be left alone with the children – in the sense that I’m not a staff member rather that something about me!  I was glad she came when she did as Norman’s attention had been caught by the ducks/chickens and he was heading off to try and catch one and not paying any heed to my rather soft encouragement that ‘they were frightened’ and maybe he should leave them alone.  Sue was able to be much more directive with him and we headed back up to Bungalow 3.

Somewhere in the few metres between where we were and getting back to Bungalow 3, Norman was missing – couldn’t find him in or around the Bungalow.  Sue was phoning over to Florence who was in Bungalow 2 to let her know when I caught sight of him out the window and the slight panic feelings I was having subsided.

Before I left, Red returned and was quite upset to learn that he was not to have contact with family today due to their having a positive covid test.



