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	Date
	11/10/21

	Locations
	Bungalow 1
	Weather
	Cold and cloudy


	Child interactions
	Dennis, Graham, Junior, [one of the children], and Daniel
	Staff Interactions
	Thelma, Helen, Mary, Blane


	Times
	1.30pm – 4.30pm
	Total Time in field
	3 hours




I went up to campus today to ‘keep in touch’ and be seen on site as I was unable to go up last week due to other work commitments.  This will be the only day I’m up this week and it was relatively short.  

On arrival, I went into Bungalow 1 to see what was happening and Thelma, Mary, Helen, Dennis, [one of the children], and Junior were in the kitchen having/finishing off lunch, so I took a seat at the table.  There was some nice chat and banter around the table, and I discovered that Junior had badly hurt his tongue recently in a trampoline-related incident and was going to the dentist a bit later.  We discussed movies, how hot the chillies were in the dish that Helen was eating, and where I’m getting up to on the research projects (and a bit about endings with Thelma).

The boys in here were having a ‘quiet day’ today despite there having been plans for an outing and this was because of some disruptive behaviour that happened over night last night.  Shortly after lunch, a movie was picked, and we all ended up in the living room watching a film (the Sleep Over) – Graham came in for a while and sat with me but eventually got up and was in an out of his room.  Junior was behind the sofa on the X-Box (he was allowed as he is not from this bungalow but was spending some time here today).  

The movie went well almost all the way to the end, in the sense that those watching seemed to be into it, entertained by it and everyone was in harmony on the sofas (Junior asked to sit with [one of the children], which was arranged between them and rather sweet to see).  I had, at different times, both Graham and Junior sitting with me and I really felt lovely that they felt comfortable enough to come over and be that close to me – is this a way that staff can be seen and valued as well?

About 20 minutes from the ed of the film, things started to become a little more fractured.  Thelma had left with Junior to go to the dentist because the key to the car couldn’t be found and so [staff member] couldn’t take him as planned and she stayed with us instead.  Mary was keeping an eye on Graham and then Daniel arrived back as well.  The children started moving around a bit more and Mary was making the point to me that Thelma is respected by the children and she notices some behaviours emerge when she is not there (so Dennis started swearing more and using more aggressive language) – I wonder if Thelma generates a feeling of safety for Dennis (and others, including me) and when she’s gone he maybe starts to feel more anxious?  It was nothing major.

Dennis went out with Graham and Blane, and Simone was out there as well.  I chatted for a while in the kitchen with Thelma (who was preparing the dinner) before saying my goodbyes (inside and out) and doing some animal noises for Graham and Dennis before leaving.  Simone said hiya to me this evening as well, which was pleasing.


